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The Sicilian Buttercups

By S. Edwin Megargee, Jr.
Everybody’s Poultry Magazine — January 1917

This article first appeared in Everybody's Poultry Magazine in January, 1917. The
American Buttercup Club was formed in 1912, and many articles on the breed appeared in

poultry magazines and periodicals over the next few years.

Building upon the new article on Buttercup type in the preceding pages, note the ideal
type of the birds in the illustrations in this article. The top line is smooth, with a graceful
sweeping U-shape with no sharp breaks or protruding fluff. Also note the long legs with plenty of
visible thigh length, giving the birds a graceful stature. And of course, it is a special treat to see

the comb from multiple angles.

The article suggests red as the correct earlobe color, when white is required today. There
was much debate during this time as to the ideal coloration for the breed, since the original birds

in Sicily shared little aside from the comb.

The Sicilian Buttercup finally received admission into the American Standard of
Perfection in 1918, one year after the publication of this article.

S. Edwin Megargee was born in 1883 in
Philadelphia, and studied art at
Georgetown, Drexel, and in New York.

He became a professional animal painter,
specializing in dogs, horses, cattle, wildlife,
and of course, poultry.

He wrote many articles on various breeds of
poultry, always with original illustrations.

Many of the old hatchery catalogs used his
poultry paintings as the advertisements for
their breeds, and prints of his work remain
popular today.

He passed away in 1958 at the age of 75.
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Winners — Both Fancy and Utility

Poultry Tribune — April 1925

The images below appeared in Poultry Tribune in April of 1925. It is incredible to see a
Buttercup male of such perfect type. Note how this bird compares to the ideal illustrations.
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8ee Color Description, Page 122, March Issue

First Prize Pullet, 8. C. White Leghorn R-w Pnduexlon Class,
Chicago Coliseum Show. 1924, owned by Frank A. Van Bree, of
The Van Bree l’o-lny P-nn. Zeeland, Michigan. This pullet was
the talk of her class. Of her, Judge Carrick of Purdue, sald she
was l.';o:l“’ llnl had beén laying for some time, showing un-
First Youny Pen Barred Cockerel. Minneapolis, 1925. Royal o W Sarnelty e AYR¥:
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